Frederick the Great

it might well be thought incredible that Prussia
could escape destruction at the hands of such a
multitude.

Frederick's plain course was to make use of the
speed and secrecy for which the Prussian movements
were famous. The Queen was massing troops in
Bohemia. She had determined to raise 150,000
men, but with sisterly partiality she halved their
effectiveness by appointing Prince Charles to the
command. This appointment favoured the plan
which Mitchell admired so highly, Frederick was
devising a new form of the manoeuvre by which he
decoyed the Austrians to Hohenfriedberg. He was
so successful that everyone on the Austrian side
believed that his one object was to maintain himself
in Saxony. To them the four sham-invasions of
Bohemia seemed to be designed to conceal the
King's defensive operations and to paralyse their
own attack, The illusion was strengthened because
at the same time they learned that Torgau and
Dresden were being fortified in all haste and that
barricades were rising on the roads from Bohemia
into Saxony. The last thing that they could sus-
pect was that Frederick was on the eve of attacking.

The result was that the movement planned for the
previous autumn was now carried out in the face of
133,000 Austrians. Frederick's three columns issued
from Saxony, Schwerin came from Silesia, and be-
fore the end of April 117,000 Prussians were en-
camped in Bohemia. In the face of such a force
the astonished Austrians abandoned the magazines
which they had stored for the conquest of Saxony